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Steve Jorgensen wrote:

> So, let's say the avergage test/fail/pass cycle is 10 minutes. In that time,
> first you write a test you expect to fail. Perhaps, it does fail, and perhaps
> it doesn't. If it is not as expected, is that a bug, an imporperly written
> test, or is that a misunderstanding of what the code's current untested
> capabilities are. A little bit of digging is done, and it is found that the
> test was not written properly. Is that a bug?

Yes.

> Next, the test is corrected,
> and now fails as expected. That's not a bug because we expected it, right?

Agreed.

> OK, now we do the simplest thing that could possibly work to make the test
> pass, and the test still fails (or another test fails). Is that a bug? I
> dunno − we didn't know whether to expect the test to pass or fail because we
> were experimenting to see if the simplest thing actually did work.

If you expected it to pass and it didn't then that is a bug.

> As you can see from this pattern, TDD is not so much about finding bugs before
> they go into production as setting up tests that ensure code that passes them
> functions as designed, then making the code meet the tests. I would say that
> a bug, in this context is defined as something that got through our net either
> becuase we forgot a test, wrote an inadequate test, we misunderstood the
> request, or the request itself was the result of a misunderstanding of the
> problem. How many bugs does TDD catch then?

I am trying to figure out the error rate of a human programmer as they
work. So only classifying a bug as something that slips the net doesn't
accomplish that goal.
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